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MEETING 

 

 

ANNUAL REVIEW OF FINANCES  

AND BUDGET Of 
OUR REDEEMER 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

825 Golf Ave SW 
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Meeting to be held on  

NOVEMBER 14, 2021 

 

Immediately following the  

9:00 A.M. Worship service 
 



Agenda 

2021 Semi-Annual Fall Congregational Meeting ~ November 14, 2021 

 

Prayer (Pastor John Stiles)  

 

Call to Order (Kris Gross)  

 

Determination of Quorum (Ashley Espeseth)  

 

Review approved minutes from the previous meeting (Diane Lombard)  

 

Report of: 

Nominating Committee (Lois Bengston)  

 

Nominations from the floor (Kris Gross)  

 

Elections for: 

Synod Assembly Voting Members 1 ________ 2 ________ 

Alternates 1________2________ 

 

Endowment Committee Members  

1 Mary Jo Mettler 

 

Nominating Committee Members  

1. Lois Bengston, 2. Vicki Pieper, 3. Lyndon Hagestuen 

 

Financial Reports: Financial Income Report (Steve Schmidt), Treasurer’s Expense  

Report (Greg Lea), Audit Committee Report (Carol VanderHorck)  

 

Vote to approve Proposed 2022 Budget (Kris Gross)  

 

President’s Report (Kris Gross)  

 

Staff Reports (Pastor John Stiles, Leigha Lange)  

 

Election Results (Kris Gross)  

 

Adjournment (Kris Gross)  

 

Lords Prayer (All) 



ORLC 2021 Semi-Annual Spring Congregational Meeting 

April 25. 2021 ~ 9:45 am 

The ORLC Congregational meeting was called to order by President Kris Gross.  It was 

announced that there was a quorum of 72 voting members in attendance for the 

meeting which is more than the 10% attendance required based on the total confirmed, 

active voting membership. 

Agenda for the meeting was unanimously approved following a motion from Mary Jo 

Mettler and a second from Gary Bue.  The agenda included review of the prior 

congregation meeting, report of the nominating committee, elections, year to date 

financial reports, President’s report, Staff reports from Pastor Stiles and Leigha Lange, 

and then adjournment. 

Secretary Greg Lea presented the prior congregation meeting minutes that already had 

been approved by the Church Council.  

Leigha Lange presented the Children, Youth and Families report.  She wanted to thank 

all members of the congregation for all the ways they supported and provided 

programming for the families and youth of ORLC as we navigated through the 

pandemic. 

Pastor John Stiles presented his report.  He mentioned that he is grateful to the 

congregation, continues to be excited to be part of the congregation and wanted to 

thank the staff and council for their support.  He has a special thank you to President 

Kris Gross for her support.   

The Nomination Committee (Lois Bengston) presented candidates for the four open 

council member seats.  President Kris Gross commented that all four council members 

whose terms are expiring have agreed to serve again.  They are Erin Anderson, Rich 

Elliot, Ashley Espeseth and Diane Lombard.    President Kris Gross called for 

nominations from the floor.  None were received so the candidates from the nominating 

committee slate were unanimously approved following a motion from Lynn Drewa and a 

second from Mary Jo Mettler.  . 

Financial Reports for year to date February 2021 were presented by Steve Schmidt. 

Highlights from the reports were that the combined cash balances for the general 

operating, the restricted use accounts and the endowment fund totaled $173,242 or an 

increase of $32,149 over the same time last year.  YTD income through February was 

$129,259 but was a decrease of the same period last year by (10.4%).  YTD 

expenditures through February were $117,054 and down from the same period last year 

by (15.4%). 

Kris Gross presented the President’s Report offering congratulations to the 

congregation and council, a thank you to Pastor Stiles, the focus on the ORLC 



Congregation listening to GOD’s guidance with our activities in the community and 

conforming to God’s agenda. 

Three resolutions were presented by the council through a motion from Kris Gross. 

They are as follows: 

The first resolution was to grant authority to the Church Council to approve these 

minutes of the Spring 2021 Congregation Meeting.  A second to the resolution was 

made by Carol VanderHork.   

The second resolution was to recognize the church staff: Leigha Lange, Todd 

Cummings, Rebecca Groe, Glenna Reierson, Diane Vander Venter, Steve Schmidt, 

Doug Pieper, Nathaniel Gross, and Pastor John Stiles. A second to the resolution was 

made by Penny Hudlow.   

The third resolution was to recognize the ORLC worship leaders, committee volunteers, 

and all who graciously give time to serve ORLC in a variety of ways.  A second to the 

resolution was made by Nancy Schwandt. 

All three resolutions were passed unanimously.  

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Wayne Hansmann with a second by 

Dave Mettler.  Motion carried. 

The congregation then closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Submitted by, 

Greg Lea, Council Secretary 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Audit Committee Report 

The Audit Committee has completed a review of the financial records of Our Redeemer 

Lutheran Church for the period of October 1, 2020 through September 30, 2021.  We 

have found what seems to be a thorough and accurate accounting of the income and 

expenses.   

The committee also successfully completed the WELCA, Boutique and Back Pack 

audits on April 27, 2021 and will be auditing those accounts from that period through the 

end of their fiscal year (12/31/21) early in 2022.  

  

Ilene Haavisto on behalf of the ORLC Audit Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Property and Grounds 
2021 Fall Report 

 
The Howard Ledin lighting project was completed this past spring for lighting in the 
sanctuary and the entryways and narthex.  
 
KNK concrete’s bid of $9320 was accepted and will be completed either this fall or next 
spring for repairs to the sidewalks in the front and back. 
 
Northern door repaired a door by the preschool that was not functioning. 
 
The next two large priority items will be parking lot repair and replacing carpet in the 
fellowship hall and youth room.  
 
We are also in the process of determining the value and possibly selling the lot on the 
north east side of the property.  
 
Property Team, 
Brent Weiss, Wayne Hansmann, John Schille 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT 
ENVIRONMENTAL ARTS & WORSHIP TEAM 

10-1-2020 to 9-30-2021 (fiscal year) 
 
     Three Hundred Fifty  2020’ Christmas gift packs were delivered to our members, because 
there was no “in-person” Christmas Eve Services.  It was wonderful to have the Christmas 
bulletin in hand to follow the service as families watched remotely or listened on the radio. The 
Sanctuary, Altar & outside of the Church were decorated for the Christmas Season.  
     Three Hundred Fifty  palms & the Easter Sunday Bulletins and other goodies were delivered 
before 2021’ Palm Sunday.  An Easter Flower Garden decorated the Altar area for Easter.  Both 
of these  holiday deliveries were  a collaboration with the Healing Prayer Team, Youth Ministry 
& lots of volunteer assembly packers and delivery drivers.  
     The long awaited door replacement for the storage room happened in January 2021. A 
beautiful oak sliding double door was installed. The labor and most of the materials were paid 
for from special donations from congregational members. We collaborated with the property & 
grounds committee for the new door and also for 2 new chair racks for the storage room.  
     The storage room and history room walls & ceilings got repaired & repainted. This needed to 
be done because of water that had leaked in a few winters ago. E V Arts members & some 
youth volunteers got the spaces cleaned out and ready for repairs.   
     The Altar Guild is swapping some space with Youth Ministry.  Altar Guild will begin to use the 
little office and the little office storage room for Altar Guild Banners & other Altar storage needs.  
The youth director will now have new shelving & storage area in the East loft.  
     In June we applied for a grant from the ORLC Endowment Fund to replace the 20 year old 
carpet in the Youth Room.  The request was denied at this time until the property committee and 
council determine what the property need priorities will be.  
     The EVARTS Team collaborated with the COJ preschool to get some carpets cleaned in the 
preschool, youth room and office.  
     A new copy machine in the office prompted some reorganizing & closet cleaning in the office. 
Ideas are being worked on to formulate a plan for some possible new desk/counter and shelving 
needs in the future.  
     Other little interior improvements are:  
 
     Signage on doorways and above doorways 
     Entryway rug by SW youth room entrance 
     Frames & matting for Staff Photos 
     New door knobs for the fellowship hall doors  
     Rocking chairs painted in the family room  
     More shelving in Youth Director’s office 
  
Budget for the year 2020-21 was $1500. Total spent was $1,297.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and encouragement and to all who volunteered or made 
any donation of time, talent or treasures. We love our work to enhance  the opportunity for 
fellowship, worship and learning. Helping our church be welcoming and comfortable enhances a 
sense and presence of Christ.  
 
2020-21 Team Members: 
Jenny Christensen & Sue Osterdyk - Co Chairs, Linda Haug, Merrilee Eberhart, Ilene Haavisto, 
Deb Eck, Kim Haug & Mel Knutson 

 



 

YEAR 7 SUMMARY 

2020-2021 
BAGS Delivered:  Elementary         342 

High School           94 
Vision          287 
TOTAL           723 

          FOOD Donations:  Pine City Community    $1,686.31  
   Salvation Army     $   350.00 
    
   TOTAL            $2,036.31 

CASH Donations:  Our Redeemer Lutheran Church   $2,233.00 
   New Horizons Thrift Store    $2,400.00 

 AtScott      $   500.00 
 Pine Area Lions     $   170.00 

Elementary Staff     $   171.00  
 TOTAL            $5,474.00 

            EXPENSES:  Walmart      $3,274.91 
   Dollar Tree      $   169.00 
    
   TOTAL:            $3,443.91 
 

STUDENT SURVEY RESULTS: Students surveyed appreciated getting the BackPack food. 
They like most of the food and find it easy to prepare by themselves or with the help of a 
caregiver.  

 
TEACHER SURVEY RESULTS: Teachers feel the BackPack Food Program is working well. It 
is helping students in school as well as at home. 

 
FUTURE GOALS:   Continue to work with community churches, businesses, and clubs on 
food collection. 

Continue to work with the high school food shelf. 
Deliver larger food boxes for longer breaks such as Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and spring break to students upon request. 
Look for healthier food items to include with the weekend food. 
Train a new leadership team to carry on the work of the program. 
 
 
Submitted by Bonnie Sparling



OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 

MISSION ENDOWMENT FUND 

Semi-Annual Financial Report 

 

The Endowment Committee met May 

18, 2021, Present: Endowment 

Committee members, Kris Gross; 

Council President, Greg Lea; Council 

Treasurer. 

New business items included: Grant 

Cycle/grant application process, Youth 

Mission trip, Kalenius Estate gift and the 

Gift Policy wording. 

Due to the lack of youth fund-raising 

opportunities in 2020, there was a 

unanimous decision to contribute via 

grant funds to the youth mission trip in 

advance of the application process 

official start 

An Endowment Fund Application Form 

was developed/timelines were set for 

submission of the application forms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The initial investment to the Fund 

occurred on May 19, 2019, and valued 

as follows: 

Beginning Principal Balance   $66, 670       

Additional Principal: 

Investments         $37,614 

Change in Market Value       $22,327 

Grant Distribution           $3,200 

Current Fund Value 2/28/2021:   

        $123,501 

The Fund has had good returns since 

originating in 2019 with a cumulative 

positive change in market value by 

$22,327 

The ORLC Fund is managed and held 

with the ELCA Endowment Fund Pooled 

Trust-Fund A and utilizes the ELCA 

Fund’s professional and outside 

investment services. 

 

Dan Blake, President 

Penny Hudlow, Secretary 

Mary Jo Mettler, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 
 
 



OUR REDEEMER EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

(ORELC) 
RAINY DAY FUND REPORT 

825 Golf Ave., SW, Pine City, Minnesota 
 
The ORELC congregation is a vital link to the 
Rainy-Day Fund (RDF); again, the members of 
this congregation make financial assistance 
possible through their continued support and 
generous donations.  
 
It is the committee members hope that this 
financial update helps maintain that vital link 
between the members supporting the RDF and 
the community needs. 
 
This information remains the same from last 
year’s report:  The RDF provides for on demand 
vouchers written by office personnel up to $40 
(gas and/or groceries). Any requests for; shut off 
notices, rent, car repairs, etc. are forwarded to 
the RDF committee for consideration. The RDF 
committee takes each request for assistance 
very seriously and please know each request is 
confidential. Just a friendly reminder; there is 
criteria that must be met prior to each and every 
request for assistance to be funded. This 
ensures the future sustainability of the RDF.  
 
We all know there is a need in our community 
for assistance, however, financially the RDF 
was not prepared to assist with large requests; 
these are referred to other charitable 
organizations.  The committee has a strong 
relationship and continues to work in 
collaboration with the Salvation Army (SA). The 
SA funds from the Christmas Bell Ringers and 
other fund raisers are disseminated to Pine 
County residents.  
 
Please also ponder; if Pine County designated 
SA funds are not disseminated in the calendar 
year, the remainder is returned to the central SA 
office in a general fund. Thus, a missed 
opportunity to extend community assistance.  
 
Questions and/or concerns regarding the RDF 
may be directed to an RDF committee member 
or church accountant. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rainy Day Fund-Financial Report 
 

The period of October 1, 2020 thru 
September 30, 2021 
 
Mission Tithes             $ 3,247 

Congregational donations  $ 9,823         

  Total this period:  $13,070 

  

Funds Disseminated 

Rent, electric, heating assistance  $ 5,812 

Sprouts & Mini Mart Vouchers  $ 2,137 

Total this period: $ 7,948 

_____________________________________        
    Current Fund Balance: $10,072 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lyndon Hagestuen  
Penny Hudlow 
Mary Jo Mettler  
Pastor John Stiles 
 
 
The food and housing insecurity in our 
community is real, individuals and families fall 
behind in rent, heating, and electric bills. The 
continuing employment struggles, day care 
issues and medical expenses take a toll on the 
mental health of our community neighbors trying 
to keep their families together.  
 
The ORELC congregation can be immensely 
proud of the community assistance 
provided! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


