Shining God’s Light

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
August 2026

Pastor’s Corner

Brother Song

"Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to ray as we ought, but that
very Spirit mtercede% with s'%hé é’oo deep for words.
omans

When | moved into my new house in 2023, | came across a cassette tape | had from 1989, one of Ray
Makeever’s albums: “Lullaby for Father.” Ray is a pastor and church musician in the ELCA who has written
such beloved hymns as “We Come to the Hungry Feast”and “When You Send Forth Your Spirit, We Are Re-
newed.” This album, though, has some more personal songs of Ray’s. One of these is “Brother Song.” The
opening line goes: T

My father never told me much about the way to hold and touch
Perhaps he thought it wouldn’t be important
After all a man’s a man. It's time that you began to stand
Alone and make your body independent
But deep inside his body he was crying

As | write this, | am reminded of the responsibility we have to nurture our sons and
boys with role models who can show affection with appropriate boundaries. A ten-
derness that reflects God’s strength in weakness. As people of the Spirit, Saint Paul

calls his Roman listeners into a vulnerable space of strength in which we are more
than conquerors yet often left with sighs too deep for words. In a time when boys &l
and young men are flooded with social media content to somehow make them more virile, we would do well
to teach our boys a gentle strength that knows how to hold and touch in ways that bring wellness, not harm.
In our society that prizes objectification, beauty, and power, this is no easy task. Ray concludes his song with
this invitation:

Put your arms around my shoulders. You don’t have to say a thing.
Just pull me in a little closer and help me open to the love you have to bring
Into my life. It's been so long since I really cried.
I just been keepin’ all those feelings deep inside. Living lonely, holding on.
Oh, comfort me, brother. Hold me close my friend. This time is not like any other
I've ever known before. Hold me.

Beloved of God, my prayer is that all our sons and boys would grow in their capacity for gentle strength, be-
coming more than conquerors through the Holy Spirit.

Let us pray: O God, we pray for our boys, especially, who long for meaningful connection apart from the evils

of exploitation and harmful power. Help us raise up children who will find their strength in your gentleness, in
your holy and precious name we pray. Amen.
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MY FAVORITE VERSE:

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an
end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
Lamentations 3:22-23

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church < A t
. . ' : ugus
825 Golf Ave SW, Pine City, MN 55063 ” (O%ship
ssistants
(320) 629-2985 L eeeeeetiiiittiiiitiiiiitiiiietiiiinntisinsaons
Website: www.orlcpc.com Usher: Greg & Kathryn L
Facebook: Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
Pine City Readers:
2:Lynne Z
. .. 9:Jim K
Becca Groe, Office Administrator — Press 1 )
- . 16:Carolyn T

orlcoffice@gmail.com 23:Sue O
Pastor John Stiles — Press 2 30: JaciM

pastorjohn.orlc@gmail.com

Mandie Mishler, Children, Youth, & Families Director — Press 3 Communion Asst.:

9: Elaine G, Judy W, Sue S

youthorlc@gmail.com 23: Marietta J, Mark M, Tom P, Better C
Casey Tyberg, Children of Joy Preschool — Press 4
orlckidz@gmail.com Altar Guild: Elaine G

ALTAR FLOWERS

If you would like to sponsor flowers please call or email the office.
Sign-up is also available on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. Cost is $35.
~ % You can pick them up following the service on the Sunday after 10:00 AM or Monday after 8:00 AM.

August dates available: 16

ORLC BROADCAST SPONSOR

Monetary donations are needed to continue our Sunday Service broadcasting:
WCMP Radio 106.5 FM or 1350 AM.
Sign-up available in the Fellowship Hall or call the church office. Costs $75.

August dates available: All full up!

OUR REDEEMER FAMILY AND FRIENDS

TO PRAY FOR: Heesook K (friend of Larry G), Carolyn M, Ray W, Nancy W (daughter of Judy B),
Kinsley K, Eric J (son of Sherwood & Marietta J), Bill M (son of Ron & Donna P)

Prayer is powerful & a way to support those seeking comfort and guidance.

This list are those who need your prayers. Individuals will remain on the list for one month un-
less asked to be removed sooner. If you wish to remain on the list after a month or be added to the list
please connect with Pastor John or the Church office. Blessings!

Always keep in your prays our military, first responders, front line workers, for all who work for peace and
justice on behalf of ‘the least of these’ and for all those we hold in prayer in the quiet of our hearts




COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday, July 09, 2026
Present: Pastor John Stiles, Eric Olson, Bette Christensen, Lynette Kuzel, Rod Williamson, Don Lund, Warren
Leisinger, John Schille, Elaine Garaghty, Kathy Lentz, Evan Olson, Kris Gross.
Invited Guest: Angie Detert with Family Pathways
Absent/Excused: Brooke Boland.

Meeting called to order by council president Eric Olson at 7:00 P.M.
Opening Pray and devotions were led by Council member of the month: Don Lund. Council member of
month (CMOM) for August: Evan Olson

MISSION OF THE MONTH: Caregivers.

Family Pathways: Angie Detert is a Caregiver Consultant and briefed council on some of the wonderful
available programs, though Family Pathways. She thanked O.R.L.C. for all the support for Family Pathways;
it is a “Huge Blessing.” Brochures and materials were distributed and are available in fellowship hall. Angie
is also open to addressing our congregation to share information about their mission in the near future.
Thank you, Angie, for your dedication to this mission of supporting those who are in need.

FINANCE
June Financial Report presented by Steve Schmidt. The good news, our building loan is under $5000.00 and
will be paid off soon. Good job Steve. Elaine motioned to accept, second by Kathryn Lentz; motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

Parking Lot update.

0O.R.L.C office has not been contacted yet to establish a time and date to fill cracks. Becca will call them.
Property mowing update.

A number of companies have been called. One company came to estimate

and walked the property but never sent a quote back. Several other companies we contacted have not re-
turned our call. We will continue checking with local lawn maintenance companies and pursue our options.
Thank you to our volunteers and the growing list of younger people who are learning the importance of do-
nating time to help others.

Statistical Report:

Baptism: 2 - Audrey and Nolan Oven

Wedding: 1 - We celebrate with Bryan Antonson and Jessica Gottschalk

Funeral: 2 - Mark Osterdyk and Carol Benson

NEW BUSINESS

Building Use

A vote was taken to approve the building use by Treehouse. Treehouse is a nonprofit organization com-
mitted to assisting young adults struggle with mental health issues.

Kris Gross motioned to accept their request, Elaine Garaghty second the motion. Motion carried.
Personnel Committee

Justin Jahnz has agreed to serve another term on this committee. A motion made by Pastor John to accept
Justin’s decision, second by Kathy Lentz. Motion carried. Thank you, Justin.




COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED

COMMITTEE REPORTS

God’s Work Our Hands

Projects and programs are continuing to be explored. We will receive updates at next month's meeting.
Worship and Music

Kris Gross/Becca Groe: VBS with the McAvoy’s July 13-17. Theme ‘Light It Up’. Many of the McAvoy’s will be
here for VBS week and will do the Sunday service July 19. We have 70 children for VBS this year.
Administration and Facilities: Covered in old business.

Faith and Formation

+Evan Olson: update on youth mission trip to Kansas City there will be 20-25 youth going. There has been no
agenda set yet.

+A special Thank you to Grace Jahnz for all the help, effort and hard work with our youth.

Congregational Care: Report by Kathy Lentz.

+Healing Prayer team is donating leftover materials from their Prayer Retreat to the youth mission trip for
the kids to use to aid in their story telling.

+Backpack program starts in July again and leaders Christy and Sue continue to be thankful to be relocated
downstairs. More volunteers have been available with this move.

Congregational Life: Nothing to report

Mission Qutreach: Nothing to report

Pastors Report: Full report in office files.

+Highlights: | have become a grandpal!

+Grateful for time off this summer.

+Thank you to Kathy Lentz serving on the council. She will be moving from the Pine City community soon and
will need to vacate her council position.

+Welcome to Mandie Mischler as she joins ORLC fulltime

Motion made to adjourn. Motion carried.
Ended with Lord’s Prayer.

Submitted by John Schill Seeking New Council Member
A great way to serve your Church!

ORLC Council is seeking a new team
member for church coucil.

If you are interested and want to know more

Theant Yew

Thank you to Kathryn Lentz for your time and service on Council. '
Wishing you good luck and all the best as you prepare to move from
the area. We will miss you!



FINANCIAL UPDATE 6/30/2026 MONTH #9 of FISCAL YEAR 2026
The month of June general offering was $18,990. This was down 40% from May. While our financial posi-
tion continues to be better than last year, the Summer slump is taking a toll. We are short of our goal to
maintain at least two times average monthly expenses in general operating funds.

Again | want to point out that beginning in 2026, up to $1,000 for single and $2,000 for joint filers will be de-
ductible for charitable gifts in addition to the standard deduction. This translates into a little more than
$20.00 a week for a single tax payer. And for IRA owners over 59 1/2 direct transfers do not increase taxa-
ble income plus they count as RMD (required minimum distribution) for those over 73.

Our hearts are grateful for the grace we share. Please continue to give prayerful consideration in your
efforts to help meet our church's needs.

INCOME for the month of June:

> General Offering Income: $18,990

> Other General Operating Income: $1,114

> TOTAL Available to Cover Expenses: $20,104

In response to your trust, it is important for us to stay mindful of how your gifts are being used to ensure
that we follow sound financial practice and that the church continues to operate effectively. We closely
track these expenses in our budget to ensure we know what is needed and are prepared.

EXPENSES for the month of June:

> Staff Compensation: $18,502

> Mission Support: $3,111

> Other Expenses: $12,692

> TOTAL Expenses Supported by Your General Giving: $34,305

ACCOUNT BALANCES at the end of June:

> General Operating Fund: $39,622

> Restricted Funds: $24,757 (This is money given to the church for specific purposes and set aside until those
purposes need the funds.)

> Endowment Fund: $131,963 (This money is invested so that the earned income can fund community needs
inside and outside the church.)

> Property Improvement Fund: $7,676

> TOTAL Cash and Savings: $203,779

Thank you for your support. May God continue to bless us in good times and keep us safe in hard times.
Sincerely,
Warren Leisinger - Treasurer

“1 Rainy Day Update If it so moves you to donate to this fund please label
. Community aid through your donation:
the Church; gas, food, and clothing Rainy Day Fund
vouchers and bills. If you are feeling called to join this team please con-
July Stats by 7/22 nect with Pastor John or Becca in the office.
Assisted 11 people Thank you!
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, Mandie Mishler
- Child, Youth & Family Director
youtho l’c@mai!co

THANK YOU: A BIG thank you to Grace Jahnz for her year of work with the ORLC youth. You are greatly ap-
preciated for your faithful heart and dedication to teaching and fun while bringing the word of the Lord to
our youth.

VBS FUN: we had a great week with the McAvoy Ministries the week of July 13th. Thank you to all who vol-
unteered their time and energy to making this a fun week. Also if you made a monetary or food related do-
nation we thank you for your generosity. It really does help in making it a great learning week. We had any-
where from 70-90 kids a day!! WOW!!! The LIGHT sure was glowing for GOD this week! Pictures below.

FALL SCHEDULE: Be on the lookout for the start of fall programming. Many things are in the works; Rally
Sunday, Bible Sunday for our 3rd and 7th graders, Kids of the Kingdom, Confirmation, SH Youth Group and
so much more!
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Enrollment is available for the 2026/27 school year! Scholarship opportunities are
available for those who need a little extra help. Connect with Casey or Rosie for

more information.
Yo
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Creating Joy in Learning
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Visit us at our last community summer event!: National Night Out in August.

August Summer camp! Join us for a an ‘Out of this World’ Preschool experience!

pRESCHOOL

Website: www.childrenofjoypreschool.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/creatingjoyinlearning/
Email: orlckidz@gmail.com Phone: 320-629-2985 Ext. 4

g Our Redeemer
S5~ Readers S5

We meet the 4th Tuesday at 6:30pm in the Fellow-
ship Hall. All are welcome!

A brochure of books we will be reading and discuss-
ing is available in the church office or from Christy
Koch.

AUGUST 25— THE BERRY PICKERS by Amanda Peters
is a debut novel about a 4 year old Mi’kmaq girl who
disappears from blueberry fields in Maine in 1962. It
follows her story and her family’s life, as well as the
story of Norma, who grows up with secrets of her
own identity, family loss, and trauma across decades.
This book was a winner of the Andrew Carnegie
Medal for Excellence in Fiction.

ECRL has multiple copies in many formats.

SEPTEMBER 22 — WHISTLING SEASON by lan Doig
takes us to 1909 Montana where widower, Oliver
Milliron is looking for a housekeeper. Rose Llewellyn
answers the ad and along with her brother, Morris
head West to make it rich . When the schoolmarm
runs off with a preacher Morris is pressed into to ser-
vice as a teacher.

He has several kinds of education for the student,
none of the textbook kind! Humorous, joyful, a fun
read!

ECRL has no copies, | have 3 copies that can be
shared.

OCTOBER 27 — THE GLASSMAKER by Tracy Chevalier
takes us to Murano, Italy to the Rosso family’s
glassblowing business. When Orsola ‘s father dies
she learns to blow glass beads. Through loss, plagues
and wars the family survives. A fascinating historical
fiction.

ECRL has 2 books, 1 Ig Print




Pine City BackPack Food Program

Feed a chid grow a community

320-629-4122 dockson@isd5 78.0rg

August 2026

This begins Our Redeemer’s THIRTEENTH year of participating in the Pine City Backpack Program and we are
getting ready to jump into action by providing additional food to students who may not have enough to eat
over the weekends and school breaks.

This last school year we provided 2,140 bags of food for students in the Elementary, High School and Visions
School. This has happened because of you! Your donations of money, food, volunteering and prayers have
touched many families in these difficult times.

We started last school year feeding 30 to 40 students and ended with helping 65 to 70 students per week!
There is a need! The average bag sent home costs between $3.83 to $4.00!

You can help in many ways: food donations, monetary assistance, volunteer to bag food and deliveries.
We'd love to have your help! Talk to Sue Beckstrand or Christy Koch to get on board!

NEEDS FOR AUGUST:
INDIVIDUAL OATMEAL PACKETS, PUDDING CUPS, SNACKS (LIKE: TEDDY GRAHAMS, ANIMAL CRACKERS,
CHEESE & CRACKERS) J

What a blessing to be part of this church family at Our Redeemer. I’'m going to remove

‘ \9 my name from the bulletin prayer list even though | will be having immunotherapy for
< qn "® awhile yet to boost my white cell counts. God has given me back my ability to eat and

: " drink, and life is good! (The esophageal cancer had suppressed that, and | was on a
ﬁt‘)a{) feeding tube for several months.)
Thank you so much for all the prayers and cards | received during those recovery days.
You'll never know how much it meant to me!

I’d like to share something | came across in my OSL (Order of St. Luke) “Victory Over Cancer” booklet. This
positive quote is from a doctor from the Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX; it says, “the world has
taught us that cancer is strong, the treatment is harmful, and the body is weak. But the real truth is that
cancer is weak, the cells are confused and deformed, the treatment is helpful and the body is strong.” Let
this be a “renewing of the mind” confession, Romans 12:2.
I’m also thankful for the healing team here at church. We began years ago under the umbrella of the OSL
teaching and mentoring. Please remember that this group is always ready to connect and pray with you for
any concerns.
Lois Bengston

Col or Me



August 2026

Mission Trip Sunday

8a Prayer

9a Worship

10a Coffee & Fellowship

730p A.A. Meeting

6:30p OR Readers

9a Sewing

1p Grief Group

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
2 3 9a Quilting 4 5 730a Men’s Bible Study |6 8a SonRisers 7 8
8a Prayer 9a Sewing
9a Worship 1p Grief Group
10a Coffee & Fellowship 1p Caregivers (?)
5:30p COJ Board
730p A.A. Meeting
9 Communion 10 9a Quilting 11 12730a Men’s Bible Study |13 8a SonRisers 14 15
8a Prayer 9:30a KR Pastor’s Conf. 9a Sewing
9a Worship 1p Befrienders
10a Coffee & Fellowship 4:30pWelca 1p Grief Group
4:45p Finance
5:30p Executive
5:30p APFY Board 6p Worship Team
730p A.A. Meeting 6:30p Healing Prayer Team 7p Council
16 17 9a Quilting 18 19 730a Men'’s Bible Study |20 8a SonRisers 21 22
8a Prayer 9:30a Joy Circle 9a Sewing
9a Worship Newsletter Articles Due 1p Grief Group
10a Coffee &Fellowship
1p Rummage Sale Meeting
5p A.A Speaker Event
730p A.A. Meeting
23 Communion 24 9a Quilting 25 26 730a Men’s Bible Study |27 8a SonRisers 28 29

30 Healing Prayer Sunday
Youth Director Installation
8a Prayer

9a Worship

10a Coffee & Fellowship

319a Quilting

730p A.A. Meeting
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JOIN US FOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP:
Sundays at 9:00a.m.

IN-PERSON: 825 Golf Ave SW Pine City
ONLINE: orlcpc.com for the easy link or
search YouTube for Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church, Pine City
RADIO: Tune to WCMP 1350AM or 106.5FM
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