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Pastor’s Corner / April 2023 

“Behold, I make all things new!” ~Revelation 21:5 
 
Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! So, here’s one last question I’ll ASK as 
part of our Lent/Holy Week theme:  How is Jesus making you “new” this 
Easter? 
 
Recently, I came across a story told to me by my brother, Dale, after my 
dad died in 2005.  Dad sold cars for 28 years for Dave Syverson Ford in 
Albert Lea.  Many customers came to know and love him very much.  They 
appreciated his honesty and care.  Some purchased multiple cars over the years from dad, because they 
trusted him.  One of those customers shared this story on the day of dad's funeral: 
 

One day this older couple who had purchased six other cars from dad called him up and said that they 
were looking for a car for their grandson.  They wanted a used Ford Escape with about 30,000 miles and 
they had about $12,000 to spend.  Dad told them he'd see what he could find.  The next day they came 
out to the dealership.  They sat in his office and chatted for a while about fishing or the Twins. Then dad 
got up to go get something and invited them to take a look around the showroom until he got back. 
 
They got up and began admiring all the shiny new cars on the showroom floor, all the while wishing that 
someday they could purchase and drive a car off the showroom floor!  While they were looking, they no-
ticed a Ford Escape on the floor.  They looked closer and noticed it was used.  The mileage read 32,000.  
Hmm… and the price?  $11,995!  They looked at each other and without a word knew they had found 
their grandson's next car.  My dad then came over and handed them the keys.  They wrote up the deal 
and that couple got to drive a shiny used car off the showroom floor! 
 

Dad did something unheard of that day - he placed a used car on the showroom floor - not to demonstrate 
power or authority, but rather as a true expression of care and concern.  Whenever we do something that is 
motivated by love for God and one another, it equals what Jesus did for us.  And that goes a long way at 
making known the mystery of the gospel to a world in need. 
 
As we celebrate Easter this month, let us remember the resurrected Jesus.  The Jesus who at the end of all 
time said, “Behold, I make all things new!” (Rev. 21:5) And remember that Jesus cleans YOU up and sets 
you on the showroom floor, ready to “give you away” to the world, in ministry.  May we find ways to share 
God’s love with others and to live out Christ’s saving work through everything we say and do this Spring.  
There is a big, wide world out there hungry for the new life you have to show in the power of Christ’s love. 
 
CHRIST IS RISEN!  May he live in each of us this Easter! 
 
Pastor John 



 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
If you would like to sponsor flowers please call or email the office. Sign-up is also available  
on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.  Cost is $35. You can pick them up following 

the service on the Sunday sponsored after 10:00 AM or Monday after 8:00 AM. 
 

April dates available: 23 

               
 ORLC BROADCAST SPONSOR 

Monetary donations are needed to continue our Sunday Service broadcasting options:  
Online @ www.orlcpc.com or WCMP Radio 106.5 FM or 1350 AM.  
 
Sign-up available in the Fellowship Hall or call the church office. Costs $75.  
May dates available: 14, 21, 28 

OUR REDEEMER FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
TO PRAY FOR: Joanne B, Jerry B, Lois C, Bruce O (father of Brittney H), Tom D, Josiah J 
(grandson of Glenn & Karen W.), Marge K, Ron M (brother of Caron P), Marilyn S, Joyce L, 
Bryce B (grandson of Merrilee and John E), Dale C (cousin to Carol J), Eleanor F, Jerry O, 
Vinette H (sister of Sandy M), Jenny C, Carol B, Randy L (Greg L brother), Katelyn L, Jennifer 
(daughter of Jane T), Craig M (nephew of Larry & Linda S), Carl P, Mike M (son of Donna & 
Ronald P), Eric J. (son of Merietta & Sherwood J.), Gail M, Brittney H, Jeffery Z (brother of 

Tammy S), Dale K, Shirley H (sister of Marge K), Barb L, Kay K, Evelyn M, Carl & Carole A, Mauricio T (son-
in-law to Jay & Tam S), Pat H, Janet K (Michelle V sister), Jeff K, Bill M, Ashley J, Paulette R, Karen B, Ste-
ve M, Jim J, Tonia J, Betsi M O, Laurie M, Bonnie A, Karen K (sister-in-law to Julie & Lee W), Deb H, Aine C 
(Judy & Larry B’s grandchild), Evie R (great-granddaughter of Donna & Ron P), Steven M (brother-in-law to 
Jeff D), Margaret M    
Please pray for our military, first responders, front line workers, for all who work for peace and justice on behalf of ‘the 

least of these’ and for all those we hold in prayer in the quiet of our hearts. 

2 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my   

burden is light.”  ~Matthew 11:28-30 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
825 Golf Ave SW, Pine City, MN 55063 

(320) 629-2985 
Website: www.orlcpc.com  

Facebook: Our Redeemer Lutheran Church  
 

Becca Groe, Office Administrator — Press 1 
orlcoffice@gmail.com 

 

Pastor John Stiles — Press 2 
pastorjohn.orlc@gmail.com 

 

Leigha Lange, Children, Youth, & Families Director   
Press 3 — youthorlc@gmail.com 

 

Casey Tyberg, Children of Joy Preschool — Press 4 
orlckidz@gmail.com 

   
Newsletter Note: This is a monthly publication.  

Deadline for articles is 4:00 pm on the third Monday of 
each month. 

 

April 

Acolyte: See page 8 
 

Usher: 
Doug & Becky Berglund 

Readers:  
2nd: Brent J 

9th: Bonnie M 
16th: Carolyn T 
23rd: Gary D 
30th: Liz O 

Communion Asst.:   
2nd: Brent & Kathy J, Jeneice C 

9th: Bonnie M, Lynn & Gary D, John & 
Marilee E, John & Ardelle O 

16th: Roger & Larraine C, Jen K 
Altar Guild: 

Joyce B 

http://www.orlcpc.com/


 

  

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
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  ORLC Church Council Meeting 
        Thursday, March 9th, 2023 @ 7:00pm 

 

Present:  Lynne Zack, William Woulfe , Diane Lombard, Ashley Espeseth, Pastor John Stiles, Greg Lea, Kyle 
Nascene, Doug Bergland, Wayne Hansmann and Erin Anderson 
 
Absent/Excused: Gail Mattison, Eric Wictor and Rich Elliot 
 
Guest and Other Attendees: Steve Schmidt 
 
Meeting called to order by President Greg Lea at 7:00 pm 
 
Opening Devotions & Prayer by Diane Lombard 
 
Staff Report: 
No Staff Reports 
 
Financial Report:  
Steve Schmidt reported on the February financials of the church, review of the Key Financial Statistics Com-
parison was done. Discussion on monthly shortfall of giving with the additional large monthly expenses. The 
full reports can be found in the church office official file and a summary in the monthly newsletter.  Motion was 
made to accept the financial report by Ashley Espeseth and seconded by Wayne Hansmann. Motion carried.  
 
Old Business: 
Land Sale: 
Nothing new to report at this time. 
 
Youth Priorities: 
Greg Lea read Eric Wictor’s summary of how well the Sunday night worship is going. Good turnout from the 
youth helping in the kitchen with Lent service soup/sandwich meal and signing up for Mission trips. Pastor 
John Stiles commented on the positive energy felt at the last Lenten service with guest, Joy Hensel. 
 
Leigha Lange has been asked to lead the Cardia Deo High School Gathering.  The event is March 18th in 
Grand Rapids.  She and 2-3 youth will be joining her for the weekend.   
 
Statistical Report: 
Diane Lombard reported on the February 2023 membership and non-membership events/changes. There 
were two member deaths and one non-member/visitor death. 
 
New Mission Opportunities/Committee Reports:  
Committee Reports: 
Property: Wayne Hansmann reported on the roof and the extra snowfall which has led to leaking in the 
church.  The flat part of the church roof will need some attention this year in effort to eliminate the leaking in 
the Sunday school classrooms. The “valley sections'' should be ok if heat tape/cords get added to those sec-
tions.  The lighting in the kitchen has been updated; next will be the lights in the offices to be updated. The 
sliding door on the Welca closet has been fixed and the garbage service will be switching to Talon on April 
1st.  
 
Worship & Music: Doug Berglund reported that the Worship Committee will be starting to plan the summer 
picnic church. Lenten services are going good and appreciative of the Youth and help in the kitchen. 
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Council Member of the Month 
So the woman hurried away from the tomb, afraid 
yet filled with joy, ran to tell his disciples. Sud-
denly Jesus met them, "Greetings," he said. They 
came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped 
him.  Matthew 28: 8-9.  
 
     HE IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED!  Soon 
these joy filled words will be shouted and repeat-
ed in song. Jesus makes all things new, warmer 
temperatures, melting snow, grass turning green, 
flowers popping up. A new season to celebrate. 
A risen Savior to celebrate.  
 
     Church council is also working on "new" 
things. There are leaking areas of our church roof 
that need attention. All are invited to the newly 
added second Sunday of the month worship ser-

vice, April 9 at 6:30 p.m. Please join in welcom-
ing and celebrating new members, Sunday April 
23.  
 
     Also a reminder of our semi-annual spring 
meeting, Sunday April 23, right after worship. We 
will be voting on new council members.  
 
     It has been a wonderful first year on council. 
Working with a great bunch of people, learning 
how the council functions, seeing God's work at 
Our Reedeemer. I highly recommend considering 
serving as council member.  
 
Lynne Zack 
April Council Member 

Faith Formation & Education: Ashley Espeseth reported Kids of the Kingdom after school program on 
Wednesday is doing well, lots of kids in attendance.  
 
Congregational Life: Lynne Zack reported Easter Packets supplies are in and assembly is scheduled for 
March 27th at 9:00 and then home delivery scheduled for March 29th. 
 
Mission & Outreach: Pastor John Stiles reported the Befrienders are continuing to reach out to people and if 
there is anyone who would like a visit or call to please contact the office for the message to be forwarded. 
 
Spring Semi Annual Meeting: 
The Spring Semi Annual meeting will be April 23rd and reports need to be to the office for the booklet by 
March 26th. 
 
Council Terms: 
Greg Lea, Gail Mattison, Eric Wictor and Klye Nascene are the four council members whose terms are up for 
review if they would like to run for another three year term. 
 
Pastor’s Report:  
Pastor John Stiles' full report can be found in the church office official file. Lenten services are up and run-
ning thanks to all who help and especially to the older youth helping with the younger youth. Thank you to all 
the winter volunteers with the extra snow and need for removal for funerals and services. New member Sun-
day will be April 23rd, take the time to say hello to current and new members to make all welcome.  Health 
update: one year past surgery screening was good news with a PSA of less than 1% detected!! Upcoming 
vacation is planned for April 12-19th.  
Save the date: 
Sunday, March 26th – Semi-Annual Reports due 
Thursday, April 6th – Maundy Thursday Worship at 6:30 and 1st Communion celebration 
Friday, April 7th - Good Friday Worship at 6:30 
Sunday, April 9th - Easter Sunday Festive Worship at 9:00 with Easter Breakfast 
Sunday, April 23rd - New Member Sunday and Semi-Annual Meeting right after worship 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Pastor John Stiles and seconded by William Woulfe. Motion car-
ried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:57 pm with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Council Member for April is Lynne Zack 
Meeting Date: Thursday 04/13/2023 at 7:00pm  
 
Diane Lombard, Secretary 



 

  

FINANCIAL UPDATE             2/28/2023           MONTH #5 of FISCAL YEAR 2023 
 
On behalf of the finance committee ~ thank you for your continued generosity, love and trust with your finan-
cial giving. The council, committees and staff that use the funds given to Our Church try their very best to 
honor your monetary gifts in a mindful and financially sound way that is pleasing to God and that helps us 
to: SERVE GOD TOGETHER! 

 
February, 2023 
Income:     $23,319   - General Offering Income                                   
                                          1,668   - Other General Operating Income  
                                $24,987   - TOTAL Available for Expense Payment  
      
                 $32,412  – Expenses Supported by General Giving 
  
February, 2023 
Account Balances       $  4,000   - Property Improvement Reserve   
                                       34,377  -  General Operating Fund  
                                        34,337   - Restricted Funds  
                                        95,532   - Endowment Fund 
                                   $ 168,246    - TOTAL CASH & SAVINGS  
 
                                           Balance remaining on building loan:  $36,736 
 
                       
Currently on the finance committee is Steve Schmidt (RRI Consulting), Kyle Nascene (Treasurer), Pastor 
John (member), Diane Lombard (member), Sue Osterdyk (member), Greg Lea (member).  
If you are interested in learning more, have questions or would like to be on the finance committee, please 
let one of us know.  
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Kyle Nascene, Treasurer  
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Update Letter from the ORLC  
Council President and ORLC Treasurer 

April 2023 
To the ORLC Congregation, 
 
As we move into  Spring and Summer of 2023, we thought it would be a good idea to update the Congrega-
tion on our Church Financial Status. We are beginning preparations for our Semi-annual Congregation Meet-
ing on April 23, 2023. We are 6 months into our Annual Church Budget. 
As a reminder, on the November 13, 2022 Annual Review of Finances Congregational Meeting, ORLC   ap-
proved a budget of $345,618 or almost $29,000 per month. Our Church income has averaged approx. 
$25,000 per month for the first six months of the fiscal year, so we are falling short of our goal so far.  The 
good news is that our expenses, while higher due to cold, snow and inflation, are averaging approx. $24,500 
per month and remain under budget.  The last two months expenses have exceeded income, so the Council 
and Finance Committee are watching this carefully.   
ORLC has had excellent support financially while migrating through the last few years of closures and 
COVID.  It is so exciting to be operating at almost full strength in regards to programs and in person Church 
services  and activities.  The Church Council knows that we can expect that support in the future. It is an ex-
citing time to be part of ORLC as we have many activities going on in the months ahead.  
Have a Blessed Easter. 
 
Yours in Christ,   
Greg Lea, Church Council President 
Kyle Nascene, Church Council Treasurer 
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Worship & Music 
        Worship Notes  
 

The worship committee met last 
evening, March 14th, at 5:30 p.m.   

Present were Lynda Woulfe, Doug Berglund, 
Diane Lombard, Pastor John, and Lois 
Bengtson.   

Old business included an update of how the 
sound system and broadcasting is going.  Doug 
B. is researching how to proceed.  We will not 
be purchasing the Journey North system as it 
requires 4 people to "man", and 2 sound booth 
areas.  We talked about other IT persons, and 
are waiting on someone who will be moving 
back to Pine City this year. 

New business included discussion of Holy Week 
and Easter preparations.   

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services will 
be held at 6:30 p.m., April 6th and 7th.  Look for 

further information about those services being 
livestreamed.   

Lynda Woulfe volunteered to find people to par-
ticipate in the Good Friday Tenebrae Proper.   

If you would like to read, help with the candles, 
removing the paraments, or the bell tolling, 
please contact her.  

Lois volunteered to check on possibly getting a 
brass ensemble for Easter Sunday.   

We took a few minutes to discuss picnic 
church.  We will do a planning meeting after 
Easter.   

Hymn picker for April will be Glenna.   

Pastor shared the meaning of "Maundy", it may 
surprise you as to the actual meaning.  May 
God surprise you today with a glimpse of His 
goodness. 

 
worship co-chairs,  
Lois Bengtson and Doug Berglund 

   CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

Many, many, thanks to all who helped with the Easter Packets this year. 
Whether part of the assembly team, the mailing team, the delivery team, 
your time and effort greatly appreciated. Special thanks to Sue O., Ilene H., 
Linda H. and Becca G. for all the extras provided. 
Blessings to all, 
Congregational Life  

HERITAGE COMMITTEE 
 

The Last Supper 
Painted by Leone Ledin 

 
Donated to Our Redeemer by  

the Ledin family. 
 

On display in the Heritage Room 
Take a peek!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘I’ll Do That’ 
 
 When WELCA 
needed a treasurer fifteen 
years ago, new member 
Carole Pederson said, ‘I’ll 
do that’. She said it again 
when someone was need-
ed to chair the Church 
Rummage Sale, help organize Toys for Tots, serve 
on the Church Council, count the congregational of-
fering, assist with funeral luncheons and represent 
ORLC at WELCA retreats. 
 After fifteen years, Carole decided she need-
ed to ease out of some duties and responsibilities. 
One responsibility was the ELCA Treasurer. To say 
‘THANK YOU’, Carole was honored at the February 
19th Church service by WELCA, Pastor John and the 
congregation.  



 

  

Rejoicing in God’s Light in the World 
NE MN Synod Women of the ELCA  

Summer Convention/Gathering 
Monday, June 12 – Tuesday, June 13 

This year the WELCA summer convention/gathering will be held in Grand Rapids, MN at Zion Lu-
theran Church.  
Participant will be responsible for securing their own lodging. Arrangements have been made to 
reserve a block of rooms at a reasonable cost at four hotels close to the church (approximately 
$130 regardless of the number of occupants) 
 
Registration costs for the convention/gathering are: 
First time attendees (Two-day attendee)  $30 
(A first time attendee is anyone who has never attended the Summer Gathering and/or those who have not attended since 2015) 
One day Attendees                $40 
Two Day Attendees               $60 
 
There will be:  
 Numerous workshops with a variety of presenters as well as hands-on activities.  
 Singing by the fireplace with Joel Abneth, director of the Vermillion Bible Camps 
 The Triennial Marketplace with the opportunity to purchase many silent auctions items. Pro-

ceeds are used to help women defray the cost of attending the Triennial Convention/Gathering 
 A wonderful Italian dinner Monday night ($15) with some fun entertainment after. 
 Tasty box lunches Monday and Tuesday ($15 each) 
 
Of course, there will be a business meeting and I hope one of you will volunteer to be our delegate 
for that. You won’t miss out on the other activities.  
 
For those of you who like to shop, the church is located right across the street from lots of opportu-
nities for doing that. And the Judy Garland Museum is also close by.  
 
More information will be available in the February Northeastern Lights.  
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SPRING GATHERING 
Women of the ELCA, Kettle River Conference ~ Theme: You Are Not Alone 

Philippians 4:6  "Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with  
thanksgiving let  your requests be known to God." 

Saturday April 15 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Pine City.   

Registration, coffee and fellowship will start at 8:30 a.m.   

Offering focus will be LSS Center for Changing Lives in Duluth 
Pastor Brenda Wicklund will be with us for our service of Holy Communion 

Silent Auction and Buy it Now tables 
Prizes for First Time Attendees!! 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday School  
No Sunday School April 9th  

Snacks 
We are looking for snack donations! Each week we provide snack for kids during Sunday School, Kids of the 
Kingdom, Youth Group, Confirmation, and beyond. If you would like to donate snacks to these programs 
please drop donations off in Leigha’s office. The kids love most all snacks but we do stay away from any-
thing peanut butter based.  

Envelope Fundraiser 
Envelope fun on Leigha’s office door is a great way to support our summer trips as well! Grab an envelope, 
fill it with cash or a check that matches the amount on the envelope, then give it to Leigha!  

Easter Breakfast  
Easter Breakfast will be served from 8-9 and after worship until 10:30! Join us for egg bakes and fellowship. 
All proceeds will go to the 2023 Mission Trip 

Mission Trip 
Mission Trip Meeting April 16 after worship in the youth room.  

Sunday Night Worship 
Sunday Night Worship will be April 16 (a week late) at 6:30! We hope to see you for this contemporary ser-
vice.  

Twins Game 
April 23 | All are Welcome | $30 | Section 129 
Sign up on Leigha’s door or online (link found on Facebook and the website)  

Senior Sunday 
Seniors and families mark your calendars! We will be honoring our High School Seniors on Sunday May 21st 
during worship at 9. You received a letter a month ago regarding information and dates. Please connect with 
Leigha if you have any questions.  

Acolyte Schedule  

April 2: Taylor T & Daphne F 
April 9: Ella S & Alec A 
April 16: Alec A 
April 23: Lauryn J 
April 30: Lexie R 
May 7: Lexie R 
May 14: Taylor T 
May 21: Lauryn J 
May 28: Taylor T 
June 4: Taylor T 
June 11: Lexie R 
June 18: Harper A 
June 25: Daphne F 

Director of Faith Formation and Youth 
Ministries, Leigha Lange can be reached 
at 320-629-2985 Line 3 or via email at 

youthorlc@gmail.com 
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CHILDREN OF JOY PRESCHOOL 
 
 March was a busy and snowy month! It is nice to see the sun and here’s hoping to those warmer 
Spring temps we are all looking forward too! 

 In March the preschool celebrated their 100th day of school. They did A LOT of counting and working 
with the number 100. They also did ‘100 bags’. Each child took a brown paper bag home and were to fill it 
with 100 of the same item. On the front of the bag they were able to write 3 clues. On the day they presented 
their bag the teacher helped them give their clues and their classmates had to try to guess the object. My 
kiddo Oliver, who is in the program took M&M’s and had a tasty treat that day after school :)  

 St. Patrick’s Day was also a fun celebration! The kids each day set leprechaun traps to try and catch a 
pesky leprechaun who kept causing mischief in the classroom. Unfortunately he was never caught but left 
tasty and often funny prizes for their creative tries. Tons of fun crafts and books were added to each day. 

 Family Gathering was March 23rd. Numerous families were able to join the teachers for an evening of 
snacks, table activities and a super fun scavenger hunt that lead them to different parts of the building. Upon 
following the clues, the kids and families needed to complete a task and grab a gold coin. At the end they 
were able to pick a prize for their efforts. Such a fun night and a great way for parents and kids to come to-
gether and chat! 

 Currently we are talking more about colors and the rainbow. 

 Later this Spring there will be an Open House event, be on the look out for more information in future 
newsletters. If you know of anyone looking for a preschool program we encourage you to share about Chil-
dren of Joy! 

 Spring conferences and oh goodness….graduation! There are a number of kiddos leaving COJ for 
Kindergarten in the Fall and we couldn’t be prouder! 

Becca Groe 

Board Member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/creatingjoyinlearning/ ~ Email: orlckidz@gmail.com ~ Phone: 320-629-2985 Ext. 4 

CREATING JOY IN LEARNING!               
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Community Share 

A Place For You:  
Member Opportunity: NEW Schedule!!! 

Our church is continuing to serve the needs of the residents 
staying at A Place for You by preparing and delivering a meal 
to  220 3rd Ave. SE, Pine City.  A new sign-up sheet is located 
in the fellowship hall on the bulletin board.  Openings for provid-

ing a meal are the 2nd Tuesday or 3rd Thursday of the month. MEALS start 
in OCTOBER and continue through SEPTEMBER, 2023.   Meals are sug-
gested with information and tips on the bulletin board, too.  If you have any 
questions please contact me at 320-420-8886.  THANK YOU!  Carol 
VanderHorck 
 

HEBREWS 13:16  Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have for 
such sacrifices are pleasing to God 

AA Meetings 
7:30 p.m. ~ Mondays  

In the Youth Room at ORLC 
 

Entrance is the back door by 
the Prayer Garden. Call Cindy 

S. at 320/279-1428  
with questions. 

AA meets  during holidays. 



 

 

Healing Prayer Team  
April 2023 Newsletter 

 

Healing Prayer Ministry 
The team will meet the second Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM in the Family Room. Anyone is welcome to 
this discussion. Topics this month will include discussion to finish week four Love to Pray by Alvin Vander-
griend pages 52-55, healing service April 30 focus, prayer for improved Mental Health, May newsletter top-
ics. 
 

Healing Prayer Team is there for you 
The prayer cross is available for all in the sanctuary. Remember if you want your request to be private, with 
you and God only, place the slip in the center of the cross. Also if you want others to pray for you, put the 
prayer slip in an appendage. These requests are collected frequently. The private prayer requests are never 
read but burned and the other requests are prayed for by members of the healing prayer team on Sunday 
morning. 
 
Many members of ORLC and other believers in Pine City will pray for any requests within the day of the re-
quest. Text requests to Kris Gross at 651-236-0511. 
 

What is the Prayer Cross? 
 
In the sanctuary is a wooden cross made with gaps between pieces of wood. These gaps represent some-
thing and have a purpose. The prayer cross is a type of ‘wailing wall’ that is a scared prayer place in Israel. 
The gaps symbolize the holes we frequently experience in our lives that need Emmanuel “God with us”. Also 
there is a prayer railing near the cross, if the petitioner wants to kneel in prayer. 
 
How does one use the prayer cross? There is a small table near the cross with slips of paper inside. Write 
your request on the piece of paper then roll the paper into a long cylinder. Place the cylinder of paper into 
one of the gaps in the cross. Know that Jesus welcomes putting our needs into his cross. If you want mem-
bers of the prayer team to pray for your request place the cylinder in one of the cross appendages; the re-
quests in the appendages of the cross will be collected and prayed for specifically on Sunday morning. If you 
want to offer your request privately only to God, place the cylinder in the center of the cross; no one will read 
these requests but they will be prayed for corporately and burned. 
 
You may identify yourself in the request or not. The requests will be kept confidential. If you want Pastor or a 
prayer team member to contact you regarding your concern freely ask for this. No one will contact you un-
less specifically stated contact is wanted. 
 
Beneath the cross of Jesus I long to take my stand; 
a shadow of a might rock within a weary land, 
a home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way, 
from the burning of the noontide heat and the burdens of the day. 

From “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” ELW # 338 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church:  

50th Anniversary Cookbook 1946-1996 

KINDRED COOKIES:  Pat Turner 

Ingredients: 

1 C Crisco 

2 Tbsp sugar 

1 egg yolk 

1/2 C brown sugar  

1 tsp vanilla 

2 scant C flour 

1 egg white, unbeaten 

Pecan halves 

Directions: 

Combine the first 6 ingredients; roll into 

1 inch balls. Dip egg white, then into 

sugar. Place on lightly greased cookie 

sheets. Top with pecan. Bake at 350°for 

about 8 minutes. 
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Our Redeemer 

Readers 
 

All are welcome to the ORLC Book Group! Please note 
times for each meeting. If we encounter weather issues I 

will contact you via email or text.  
Any questions please feel free to contact. 

 
Tentative Book list for Jan-July 2023  
4

TH
 Tuesdays in the Fellowship Hall 

(EXCEPT MAY AND DECEMBER)  
 
Apr 25: 6:30 pm 
West with Giraffes by Lynda Rutledge 
 "'Few true friends have I known and two were gi-
raffes...' Woodrow Wilson Nickel, age 105, feels his life 
ebbing away. But when he learns giraffes are going extinct, 
he finds himself recalling the unforgettable experience he 
cannot take to his grave. It's 1938. The Great Depression 
lingers. Hitler is threatening Europe, and world-weary 
Americans long for wonder. They find it in two giraffes who 
miraculously survive a hurricane while crossing the Atlantic. 
What follows is a twelve-day road trip in a custom truck to 
deliver Southern California's first giraffes to the San Diego 
Zoo. Inspired by true events, the tale weaves real-life fig-
ures with fictional ones, including the world's first female 
zoo director, a crusty old man with a past, a young female 
photographer with a secret, and assorted reprobates as 
spotty as the giraffes. Part adventure, part historical saga, 
and part coming-of-age love story, West with Giraffes ex-
plores what it means to be changed by the grace of ani-
mals, the kindness of strangers, the passing of time, and a 
story told before it's too late"--Publisher. 
ECRL has 1 book 
 
May – no meeting unless we miss a date because of 
weather.  Then the scheduled book for the missed 
month will be discussed. 

 
Jun 27: 6:30 pm 
The Seed Keeper by Diane Wilson 
 Rosalie Iron Wing has grown up in the woods with 
her father, Ray, a former science teacher who tells her sto-
ries of plants, of the stars, of the origins of the Dakhóta 
people. Until, one morning, Ray doesn't return from check-
ing his traps. Told she has no family, Rosalie is sent to live 
with a foster family in nearby Mankato-where the reserved, 
bookish teenager meets rebellious Gaby Makespeace, in a 
friendship that transcends the damaged legacies they have 
inherited. Rosalie begins to confront the past, on a search 
for family, identity, and a community where she can finally 
belong. In the process, she learns what it means to be de-
scended from women with souls of iron-women who have 
protected their families, their traditions, and a precious 
cache of seeds through generations of hardship and loss, 
through war and the insidious trauma of boarding schools. 
ECRL has these formats: multiple books, book on CD, 
ebook, eaudio, Kindle 
 
July 25: 6:30 pm 
In a Book Club Far Away by Tif Marcelo 
 Regina Castro, Adelaide Wilson-Chang, and So-
phie Walden used to be best friends. As Army wives at Fort 
Fairfax, they bonded during their book club and soon be-
came inseparable. But when an unimaginable betrayal hap-
pened amongst the group, the friendship abruptly ended, 
and they haven't spoken since. That's why, eight years lat-
er, Regina and Sophie are shocked when they get a call for 
help from Adelaide. Adelaide's husband is stationed 
abroad, and without any friends or family near her new 
home of Alexandria, Virginia, she has no one to help take 
care of her young daughter when she has to undergo 
emergency surgery. For the sake of an innocent child, Re-
gina and Sophie reluctantly put their differences aside to 
help an old friend. 
ECRL has these formats: book and large print book 
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Keep up to date on all the happenings of the  
Pine City Backpack Program!  

 
Like and follow them on their FB page:  

Pine City BackPack Program.  
 

Have questions about the program email: 
pinecitybackpackprogram@gmail.com  

 

April Food Item: 
Applesauce 
pouches or 

cups 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts 
for all the prayers and support you gave 
for our little Grandson, Bo Mark Meyer. It 
was so special to celebrate his life at 
Our Redeemer Lutheran. Everyone felt 
so welcomed, cared for and loved by our 
wonderful church family.  We are forever 

grateful.  
Love you so much,  
Mark and Sue Osterdyk  

EVArts 
The ANGEL WINGS  

are up!! 
 

Take a walk down the youth 
hallway and snap a picture! 

mailto:pinecitybackpackprogram@gmail.com
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Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
825 Golf Ave SW 
Pine City, MN 55063  

Non-Profit 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Pine City,  
MN 55063 

Permit No. 2 

JOIN US FOR  

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 

Sundays at  9:00a.m. 

 

IN-PERSON: 825 Golf Ave SW 

Pine City 

ONLINE: orlcpc.com for the easy link 

or search YouTube for Our Redeemer 

Lutheran Church, Pine City 

RADIO: Tune to WCMP 1350AM or 

106.5FM 

 Our Vision:  
   Shining God’s light into the darkness,  

bringing hope where there is despair,  
healing where there is hurt.  


